
Instead of saving patients money, 
these boards can unintentionally: 

Patients need policymakers to:

Increase 
costs

Prevent patients 
from reaching 

their deductible

Reduce patient 
choices 

Prescription Drug 
A�ordability Boards

What Patients Need 
from Policymakers 

No conversation 
about health policy 
is complete 
without patients 
and providers. 

Yet some approaches—like 
prescription drug a�ordability 

boards—can actually end up 
hurting patients. 

Policymakers often discuss making 
medication more affordable.

Listen to patients and providers. 
Discussions about medication value 
and access must include those who 
are a�ected.

Account for individual patient 
differences. One-size-fits-all 
metrics discriminate against older 
patients and people with disabilities. 

Explore all options. 
Addressing related factors can help 
lower prices without limiting access.


